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THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS COMMIS-
SIONERS OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY.

My Lorps,

I HAVE the honour to submit to your Lordships the
Thirty-fourth Annual Report on the Post Office, being the
Report for the year ended the 31st of March 1888.

The following table shows the estimated number of letters, &e.
delivered in the United Kingdom during the twelve months
ended the 31st of March :—

Average
—_— Number Increase | Number to each

estimated. per cent. Person.
Letters - - - 1,512,200,000 36 41
Post Cards - - - 188,800,000 48 5
Book Packets and Cire - 889,500,000 56 10
Newspapers - - - 152,300,000 -8 4
Total - - -1 2,342,800,000 3-8 60
Parvels - - - 36,732,000 11-8 1
Grand Total - - 2,279,582,000 89 61

-Of the total number of letters, &c. delivered about 85 per cent.
were delivered in England and Wales (28 per cent. being delivered
in the London Postal district alone), 90 per cent. in Scotland,
and 6°0 per cent. in Ireland.

The number of registered letters was 10,814,722, an increase
of 0-3 per cent.

New Post Offices have been opened in 396 places, and about New Offices,
973 letter boxes have been added, making the total number of &e.
receptacles 36,750, of which 17,587 are Post Offices.

A sum of nearly 84,500l. was expended upon the purchase of
sites for Post Office buildings during the year. Of this amount
about 35,200/. was expended on sites in London, and about
49,200 on sites in the Provinces. These sums include, among
other items, 33,711l. spent for completing the puichase of the
site of the new buildings for the General Post Office, North, in
London, and 30,308!. for the purchase of the Atheneum in
Glasgow for the enlargement of the Post Office in that city.
Besides this, the Cffice of Works expended about 118,000l. on
new Post Office buildings in England, Wales, and Scotland, and
on the maintenance and enlargement of existing offices, while a
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further sum of about 10,300!. was expended in a similar manner
by the Board of Public Works in Ireland.

New Crown Post Offices have been completed at Aidershot
Camp, Bradford (Yorks), Douglas (Isle of Man), Halifax,
Redditch, Romford, and Tralee ; besides many Branch and Sort-
ing Offices.

The new Telegraph Factory at Bovay Place, Holloway, was
also completed during the year. Progress is being made with
the new General Post Office, North, and with the enlargement
of the Central Savings Bank buildings. Much relief has been
afforded in the Sorting Offices of the General Post Office by the
transfer of the Parcel sorting to the old prison buildings at Cold-
bath Fields, where a site of about 7} acres, very conveniently
situated, has been acquired. It is intended to transfer several
other branches of the Post Office business to this site as soon as
the necessary arrangements can be made.

The total number of Officers on the permanent establishment
of the Department is about 56,460 ; the number added during
the year having been 1,609. The number of females included in
this total is 3,872, employed as follows:—

As Clerks in the Central Establishments

in London, Dublin, and Edinburgh - 751
As Telegraphists, Counter-women, Sorters,
&c. throughout the kingdom - - 3121

Besides the foregoing, there are, it is estimated, about 48,900
persons employed by local Postmasters, &c. throughout the
country to aid in carrying on the business of the Department, of
whom about 16,000 are females. Most of these persons have
private occupations and are employed on postal duty for a few
hours only in the day.

The list of retired officers in receipt of pensions shows a total
of 3,319, whose pensions amount to 177,135/. a year.

The conduct and general health of the staff continue to be
satisfactory.

Under a new contract an acceleration has been effected in the
Day Mail Service to Downpatrick, Newcastle, Donaghadee,
Bangor, and other towns on the Belfast and County Down
Railway. The new lines of railway to Bodmin and Helston
have been utilised for conveying the Mails. The Down Night
Mail to Dolgelly has been accelerated, and between Bath and
Bournemouth a new Night Mail train has been established.

In Scotland arrangements have been made for the Mail
Packet between Skye and Strome Ferry, which now runs six
days a week in Summer and three days a week in Winter, to be
continued six days a week throughout the year, and the Mail
Packet Service between Strome Ferry and Stornoway has been
similarly improved ; while a new service by packet has been
established thrice a week between Portree and Dunvegan.

An Inland Sample Post was established on the 1st of October
last, and from a return kept in London it appears that during
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the first six months 441,784 articles were posted in London for
transmission under this system, and 43,742 were received for

delivery.

The Parcel Post Lusiness has increased largely. The total Parcel Post.

number of parcels posted during the year was 36,731,786, an

increase of nearly 12 per cent. on the previous year, apportioned

thus :—England and Wales, 30,363,773 ; Scotland, 3,881,895 ;

Ireland, 2,486,118.

The subjoined Table gives a comparisor between the business
conducted in 18845, 1885-6, 1886-7, and 1887-8:

Average Postage
Postage. per Puce:'..s
Mtper
cent. on
Tee —_— oo Bailway-
Parcels. | Gross borne Post Post
Parcels | Office | Gross. | Off
Amouut.| paidto | ghare, Share,
ilway
m-
panies.

20,417,397 | 501,945 | 208,048 | 202907 |, 5°38 2:06
» » |32860,154| 719,118 | 358,254 | 300,858 825 2°64
» - » |96,781,788] 811,764 | 401,206 | 410,469 5°30 2°68

£ £ £ d. d.
- and | 22,910,040 | 508,247 | 266,572 | 251,675 5°32 2°63
-borne.
»

pess

A Parcel Service by coach was established between London
and Brighton on the 1st of June 1887, and the result has been
%0 satisfactory that it is intended to extend the system in other
directions. The Parcel Post continues to be much used for the
transmission of flowers, game, &c. It is calculated that over
12,000 parcels, containing upwards of 45,000 grouse, were received
in London last Autumn, and in the month of March, vegetables
in considerable quantities arrived in parcels from Algiers while
it was also noticed that in one week 3,787 parcels containing
bats were posted in London alone. As an illustration of the use
made of this service by certain firms, it may be mentioned that
two firms in London each posted 70,000 parcels at one time, while
a third posted 5,000 parcels. The total postage paid on these
parcels amounted to 1,875/ In connexion with the increased
facilities for the transmission of watches and jewellery by the
Inland Registered Letter Post, parcels containing articles of this
description are no longer insured when sent by Parcel Post, nor
is compensation for their loss or damage paid.

The Foreign and Colonial Parcel Post has been extended to
Beyrout, Bulgaria, Cameroons, Colombia, Costa Rica, Danish
West Indies, Dutch East Indies, France, and the French Colonies
and Possessions, Gambia, Gold Coast, Lagos, I’ortugal (including
Azores, and Madeira), Servia, Sierra Leone, Spain, Turkey (French
and Austrian Agencies), and Parcels can now be transmitted vid
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France to Italy and Switzerland as well as vid Germany, and to
Turkey and Egypt in addition to the route vid Gibraltar. The
maximum weight for Parcels to Canada has been raised from
3 1bs. to 4 lbs, and there is now a Parcel Post weekly, instead
of fortnightly to Ceylon, Singapore, and China.

The new contract between the Post Office and the Peninsular
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company for the mail service
between the United Kingdom and India and China, to which
I referred in my report of last year, came into force on the 1st of
February 1888. Under this contract an increased rate of speed
at sea has been effected, and the total cost of the service has
been reduced by 107,000L. a year.

In the course of last year the Post Office was engaged in
negotiations with French and Italian Postal Administrations
with the view of obtaining a reduction in the transit rates paid
to those departments for the conveyance of the mails to and from
the East through France and Italy by the special accelerated
train service. The result was that a sensible reduction was
obtained, representing a saving of about 20,000l a year, and that
other not unimportant concessions were made by the French and
Italian post offices.

A postal service to the Transvaal vid Natal has been established
by which specially addressed correspondence can be forwarded
from the United Kingdom to the South African Republic at the
lower rates of postage applicable to correspondence for Natal
itself.

The Canadian Post Office having established provisionally a
mail service from Montreal to Japan and China, advantage is
being taken of this additional means of forwarding correspondence
for those countries, pending the settlement of the question
of establishing on a solid basis this important line of com-
munication with the far East through Her Majesty’s Western
Dominions.

In addition to the night mail between Queenborough and
Flushing, a day mail packet was provided by the Dutch
Government from the 1st of June last, thus affording a further
opportunity for the despatch of Mails from this Country for
Holland, the North of Germany, and other parts of Europe.

The question of sending correspondence to Australia by long
sea route at a cheaper rate of postage than is required for the
route vid Brindisi has occupied my attention, but the necessary
arrangements with the Colonial Post Offices concerned are not
yet completed.

The number of Letters, Post Cards, Book Packets, Newspapers,
Parcels, &c., received in the Returned Letter Officzs was 13,436,600,
being a net decrease of 785,387. This decrease is chiefly owing,
no doubt, to the fact that the correspondence of 1886-7 was
abnormally large in consequence of the general election. It is
also attributable probably in part to the increase of education,
which causes letter writers to exercise more care and accuracy in
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addressing letters than was formerly the case. Of the total
number received, 412,122 were unreturnable; 175,408 were
registered or contained enclosures of value,and 25,726 were wholly
unaddressed. Of these unaddressed letters, 1,553 contained
money and cheques, &c., amounting to 7,1114.

The careless and insecure manner in which the public send
articles through the post is shown by the facts that no less than
24,727 articles of all sorts, including 289 coins, were received,
bhaving escaped from their wrappers or covers, and that the
addresses had become detached, through insufficient fastening,
from 4,578 parcels, many of which contained matter of a perish-
able nature, which was thus lost to the owners.

The Christmas work was heavier than usual last winter, Christmas

especially at the Chief Office in London. It is estimated that Work-
upwards of 41 millions of letters, parcels, &c. over and above the
usoal numbers were dealt with in London during the Christmas
season. One Institution alone is known to have posted 1,35€,000
circulars during December. The additional number of parcels in
London is estimated at about 700,000. In order to enable this
great influx of extra matter tobe dealt with, the regular staff was
supplemented by 3,095 persons temporarily employed for a few
weeks ; and the ordinary force of 435 Mail vehicles in London
was increased by 370 vehicles. Baskets, boxes, bags, barrels,
&ec. for parcels were provided to the number of over 47,500. Not-
withstanding this large addition of force and materials, the
provision made was only sufficient to enable the enormous
increase of work to be fairly met within proper limits of time.

The business of the Post Office Savings Bank shows a con- Post Office
siderable increase. During the year ended the 31st of Decemnber Saviogs Bank.
1887 the deposits numbered 6,916,327 ; the amount being
16,535,9321., as compared with 6,562,395 deposits, amounting to
15,696,852, the year before, being an increase of 353,932 in
number and 839,080/. in amount.

There were 2,496,294 withdrawals, amounting to 14,680,279,
as compared,with 2,390,655, amounting to 13,689,943l. in 1886;
an increase of 105,639 in number and 990,336L. in amount.

The sum credited to depositors for interest was 1,244,074L.; an
increase of 74,484{. over the previous year.

The total amount standing to the credit of depositors at the
end of the year was 53,974,0651., being an increase of 3,099,7271.
over last year. This total is exclusive of the sum of 8,345,1061.
Governent Stock held by Depositors.

The number of Post Office Savings Bank Offices was increased
by 369 during the year, viz, 807 in England and Wales, 42 in
Scotland, and 20 in Ireland, making the total number on the
81st of December 8,720, Of these, 871 are in the London District ;
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183 in Manchester; 120 in Birmingham; 108 in Liverpool;
and 94 in Glasgow.

The greatest number of deposits made in one day was 54,267,
on the 31st of December, on which day the largest amount was
also received, viz, 152,972

The greatest number of withdrawals on one day was 19,971,
amounting to 68,7961, on the 20th of December, but the largest
amount withdrawn on one day was 80,864l, which was with-
drawn on the 15th of December.

The daily average number of deposits was 22,676, and the
amount 54,216L; and of withdrawals, 8,184, amounting to
48,1321.

The average amount of each deposit was 2. 7s. 10d., being
the same as in 1886. The average amount of each withdrawal
was 50. 17s. 7d., as compared with 5/. 14s. 6d. the year before.

The number of new accounts opened during the year was
794,592, as compared with 758,270 in 1886 ; and the accounts
closed were 574,252 as compared with 562,499.

The number of accounts remaining open at the end of the year
was 3,951,761, distributed as follows :—

Proportion Bﬁ::';g;n e

—_— Number. to to each
Population. Depositor.
£ s d
England and Wales - - 18653232 | 1to8 1313 2
Scotland - - . - 139,681 1to 29 8 3 7
Ireland - - - - 158,848 | 1to31 (18 9 3

An Act (50 & 51 Vict. c. 40.) was passed in September 1887
to grant further facilities in the traunsaction of Savings Bank
business, which will come into operation as soon as the regula-
tions to be framed in accordance with it have been approved by
Parlianient. This Act confers increased powers on the Postmaster
General for making regulations respecting the transfer of moneys
from one account to another, the payment of the moneys of
deceased depositors under nomination, &c., and also contains pro-
visions for lessening the expeunse of cbtaining certificates of births,
deaths, and marriages required in connexion with Post. Office
Savings Bank business, &c., together with other provisions relat-
ing to Government Stock investments (ammong other things,
reducing the minimum sum for investment or sale from 10l to
one shilling) and to life insurances and annuities.

There was a large increase in the Government Stock invest-
ment business during the year, the investinents numbering
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18,204, and amounting to 915,0470, as compared with 16,563
investments, amounting to 841,1217, in 1886, while the sales
numbered 10,216, and amounted to 462,785, as compared with
8918 sales, amounting to 389,965l. the year before; being an
increase as regards investments of 1,641 in number and 73,926
inamount ; and as regards sales of 1,298 in number and 72,8201
in smount. The number of Stock Certificates obtained was 50
for 5,500/. stock, as compared with 59 certificates for 7,3001. in

1886.

The total amount of stock held by depositors at the close of
the year was 3,345,1061., held by 40,270 depositors. This was
an increase of 4,965 in the number of stockholders and of
48,165, in the amount of stock, as compared with the year
1886. The average amount of stock held by each person was
8l 1e. 4d., as compared with 82[. 1s. 1d. in 1886.

The Life Insurance and Annuity business shows a slight increase.
Tbe number of Life Insurance Contracts granted was 585 for
%,168., as compared with 506 for 34,188/ in 1886, and the
number of Immediate Annuities purchased was 912 amounting
10 19,2991., as compared with 823 Annuities for 17,388!. in the
year before. The deferred Annuities were 90 in number and
1,628 in amount, as compared with 87 amounting to 1,772. in
1886. The Board of Trade purchased 103 Aunuities for 350L, as
eompared with 105 for 3571. in the previous year.

The following table shows the number of contracts in existence
on the 31st of December 1887% :—

Immediate Annuities. Deferred Annuities. ' Life Insurances.

9,996 97 l 5,859

The effects of the reduction of the rates of commission on
Inland Money Orders, made on the 1st of September 1886, are
becoming more apparent every year, and there was an increase
of 618,968l. in the amount of the Inland Orders last year, as
compared with an increase of only 287,363!. the year before and
8 decrease of 1,561,354!. in the year 1885-86, while the falling
off in the numbers of Orders was 209,785 only, as compared with
a falling off of 595,731 in the previous year.

The total number of Inland Orders was 9,552,777, and the
total amount 22,881,676l., a3 compared with 9,762,562 Orders
amounting to 22,262,708!. in 1886-7.

* Faurther particulars as to the business of the Post Office Savings Bank will be
found in Appendix “J.,” pp. 33 to 43.

Money Orders.
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In the Colonial and Foreign Money Orders the usual increase
was fully maintained last year, the increase in these classes of
Orders having been over 141,200 in number and over 360,000
in amount.

The Postal Order business also shows a large increase ; the
amount transmitted by this means having been 14,696,0001., or
1,787,000l. more than in 1886-7. The number of Orders lssued
was upwards of 36,300,000.

The amount transmitted within the United Ki
the year by means of Money Orders and Postal
together was upwards of 37,577,000L.

The subjoined table shows triefly the Post Office Receipts as
compared with the Net Expenditure, and also the Expenditure
incurred by other Departments for the Post Oﬁoe, during the
last seven years : —

om during
rders taken

EXPENDITURE.
. By other
Year. Receipts. to Departments Total. Balance.
Pootgliee omm
Account. of the
Post Office.
£ £ £ £ £
1881-2 - 7,027,600 4,014,885 271,711 4,980,508 2,741,004
1882-8 - 7,300,960 4,245,790 299,608 4,545,398 2,758,662
18834 - 7,764,888 4,879,285 275,544 5,154,820 2,610,026
18845 - 7,906,408 5,104,335 212,878 5,317,213 2,589,193
18856 - 8,170,604 5,250,029 236,605 5,486,724 2,683,880
1886-7 - -1 847,188 5,062,145 217,906 5,880,141 2,501,087
1887-8 - 8,705,337 5,740,674 193,148 6,038,820 2,771,517

The total number of Telegraph Messages forwarded during the
year was 53,403,425, being an increase of 3,159,786 over last
year. The reduced rate having been in operation the whole of
the year 1886-7, it is possible to compare the results for two years
as regards Inland Telegraph Messages, and, excluding Railway,
Press, Foreign, and Official Messages, the ﬁgures are as follows :—

Year. Igl“‘mf Inom:a per Amount, ot per
1886-7 - - 40,187,178 - 1,351?137 -
1887-8 . 43,012,997 - 1438348 -
Increase - 2,985,706 748 83,181 6
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The London local messages show an increase of 138 per cent.,
the total number being 4,337,907.

The following table gives a comparison of figures for seven
years, which brings out in a convenient form the expenditure by
this Department, and also the amounts paid by other Departments,
on account of the Telegraph Service, and also shows the deficit on
each year :—

EXPENDITURE.
Annual

. Interest .
Year. Reooei By Telegraph Total. Deficit.

il pta. p:rtmexln’t By other ° on Ol

£ £ £ £ £ £
184 1,654,390 1,%8,632 74,868 1,440,408 326,417 | 112,525
3 1,768,070 1,504,204 79,673 1,583,877 | 326417 | 142,224
184 1,789,223 1,700,644 99,276 1,808,620 | 326,417 | 346,114
1843 1,784,414 1,731,040 89,724 1,820,764 | 326,417 | 362,767
18%5-6 1,787,264 1,783,104 99,207 1,832,401 | 826,417 | 371,554
18867 1,887,160 1,939,764 92,868 2,032,632 | 326,417 | 471,889
18878 1,902,183 1,928,159 63,008 1,901,167 | 326,417 | 325,399

New Telegraph Offices have been opened at 257 Post Offices
and at 39 Railway Stations throughout the United Kingdom,
making the total number of such offices 6,810. Three additional
Telephone Exchanges were opened by the Department during the
year, and the number of subscribers was increased hy 92. The
total number of subseribers on the 31st of March was 1,370, and
the amount of the subscriptions was 26,417]. It was stated in
the last report that the use of copper wire had been resorted to
and was likely to prove advantageous; but the further use of
such wire has been prevented for the present by the abnormal
rise in the price of copper.

The process of placing the wires underground wherever pos-
sible has been considerably extended, and of the 1,745 lines of
wire entering the Central Station in London not one is open.
In many cases the wires are conducted underground for distances
of 12 to 22 miles from this Office.

The celebration of Her Majesty’s Jubilee last summer caused an
immense increase in telegraph work in London, amounting to
nearly 60 per cent. over the ordinary average, and on the day
preceding the Jubilee Ceremony no less than 30,597 local mes-
sages were transmitted through the Central Station, the total
number of messages dealt with on that day in the Central Office

being 124,291.
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Revenuo and The gross revenue for the year, including Savings Bank

Expenditure business, was 11,064,745, arrived at thus :—
Postage on letters, parcels, postcards, £ £
newspapers, &c. - - - - 8,409,212
Commission on Money Orders - 133,446
Commission on Postal Orders - 159,879
Value of Unclaimed Money Orders - 2,800
— 296,125
Savings Bank - - - - - 867,223
Revenue from Telegraphs - - - 1,992,185
11,064,745
The estimated expenditure, including
expenses incurred by other Depart-
wents, was :—
For Postal Service, including Money
Order and Postal Order busi-
ness - - - 5,362,195
,, Packet Service - - 371,625
» Savings Bank - - 288418
,» Telegraph Service* - - 1,991,167
—— 8,213,405
The net revenue was therefore - - - 2,851,340

being an increase of 336,7050. on the previous year.
Comparing these figures with those of the previous year, we
find the following results :—

Revenue : £
Postage on letters, parcels, &e. - - increase 222,693
Commission on Money Orders and Postal

Orders, and value of Unclaimed Orders » 11,446

Savings Bank - - - - n 9,667
Telegraphs - - - = 105,025
Expenditure :

Postal Service, including Money Order
and Postal Order business and expenses

incurred by other Departments - s 108,859
Packet Service - - - - decrease 55,180
Savings Bank - - - - » 2,187
Melegraph Service - - - 41,465

I have the honour to be,
My Lords,

Your Lordships’ obedient humble servant,
HENRY CECIL RAIKES.
General Post Office,
30th July 1888.

* The annual interest on the capital sum of 10,880,571l raised by the Govern-
ment for the purchase of the Telegraphs, amounting to 826,417l is not borne on
the Post Office Votes.
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Post Cards, Book Packets, and Newspapers.

EsTiMaTED NUMBER of PostT CARrDS delivered in the UniTEp KiNGDOM in each
of the last Ten Years, and the Increase per Cent. per Annum.

England and Wales. Sootland. Ireland. United Kingdom.

Year. Increase| Increase Increase| Increase

Number. [PerCent.l nymper, [PerCent. wu yep [perCent. nymygr, [perCent.
per per per per

Annum. Annum, Annum. Annum.
1877-8 | 88,100,000 97 11,100,000 14°8 5,100,000 4°8 | 102,300,000 10°0
1878-9 | 94,500,000 98 11,600, 4°8 5,400,000 5°0 | 111,500,000 9°0
-80: 96,600,000 23 | 1 X 59 5,500,000 3°0 | 114,400,000 27
1880-81; 103,500,000 71 13,400, 91 6,000,000 85 X 74
1881-82| 114,300, 10°4 14,700,000 93 6,400,000 6°9 | 135,400,000 10°1
1882-83; 121,200,000 61 15,500,000 61 7,200,000 12°5 | 143,900,000 64
1883-84/ 128,600,000 60 17,400,000 938 7,600,000 5°4 | 153,600, 66
1884-85 134,100,000 43 18,400,000 53 7,900,000 31 | 160,400, 4'4
1885-86 143,700,000 72 19,600,000 64 8,100,000 29 | 171,300,000 69
1886-87; 151,300,000 58 20,400, 4°6 8,400,000 38 | 180,100, 51
1887-88| 158,900,000 50 21,200,000 39 8,700,000 3°6 | 188,800,000 48

EstiMaTED NUMBER of BOOK PACKETS and

KiNepoM in each of the

CircuLARS delivered in the UNiTED
last Ten Years, and the Increase per Cent. per Annum.

England and Wales. Bcotland. Ireland. United Kingdom.
Year. Increase Increase) Increase) Increase
Number. perp(é«la.nt. Number, perp(io;nt. Number, |PerCent] Number. perp();nt.
Annum, Annum. An':xe;m. Annum.
157,700,000 77 21,300,000 16°8 10,300,000 14'5 | 189,300,000 89
164,800,000 45 21,800,000 -_ 11,000,000 6°7 | 197,100,000 4'1
180,500,000 9°6 22,100,000 38 300, 29 | 213,900,000 86
204,000, 130 24,200,000 98 12,100,000 7°4 | 240,300,000 12°3
229,000,000 12°8 27,900,000 15°0 200, 16°9 | 271,000,000 12°8
244,700,000 69 37 4,600, dg;:.l 288,200,000 63
249,300,000 19 381,400,000 78 13,900,000 il'ﬁ 294,600,000 22
nc.
269,400,000 8°1 34,500,000 10°0 16,500,000 18'9 | 330,400,000 88
X 71 35,900,000 42 17,800,000 T°7 | 342,200,000 68
312,000,000 81 38,700,/ 77 18,200,000 2'3 | 368,900,000 78
331,600,000 63 88,900,000 8 19,000,000 4'4 | 389,500,000 5'6

EsTiMATED NUMBER of NEwsPAPERS delivered in the UNiTEp KiNeDOX in each

of the last Ten Years, and the Increase per Cent. per Annum,
England and Wales. 8ootland. Ireland. Uhnited Kingdom.
Year. Increase Increase
Number. [P70%% Number. [Pr 00t Number. [P 00t Number, |Per Cont
Annum, Annum. Annum, Annum.
98,200,000 2°9 14,900,000 31 15,400,000 1°7 | 128,500,000 37
1878-9 | 100,400,000 2°8 14,500, - 16,000,000 86 | 130,900,000 18
100,300,000 - 14,600,000 )] 15,600,000 - 130,500,000 -—
102,800, 2°4 15,100,000 38 900,000 1°8 | 133,800,000 25
108,700,000 57 15,500,000 24 16,700,000 4°7 | 140,900,000 52
108,600,000 - 5,800,000 2°0 16,200,000 = | 140,600,000 _—
109,900,000 12 16,700,000 56 16,000,000 1°1 | 142,600,000 1°5
110,700,000 4 ‘9 16,100,000 °8 | 148,700,000 °7
113,700,000 2'8 17,600,000 d4'2 16,400,000 17 | 147,700,000 28
eC.
117,800,000 38 17,000,000 33 16,400,000 - 151,200,000 2°4
119,800,000 17 16,700,000 18 15,800,000 87 152,300,000 °8
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APPENDIX A.—continued.

STATEMENT of the NumBER of FoREIGN and CoLoNIAL PARCELS
Despatched and Received during the year ended the 31st March

1888.
Date of Number of Parcels.
Country. Establishment |
of Post. Despatched. | Received. l Total.
Adelaide - - . - July 1888 2,312 712 3,024
Aden - - - - July 1883 974 294 1,068
Albany - - - - Jan. 1887 1,197 120 1.317
Auntigua - - - - Jan. 1886 1,229 266 1,495
Ascension - . - July 1888 321 62 383
Austria - - - - June 1886 5,449 2,211 7,660
bados - - - - April 1886 3,075 964 4,039
Belgium - - - - Jan. 1886 20,797 8,169 28,986
Beyrout - - - - Jan. 1888 - 5 14 89
British Guiana - - - Jan. 1886 3,005 826 3,921
British Honduras - - March 1887 225 28 253
Ci Dominionof - . Aug. 1886 16,1038 5,084 21,187
Cape Colony . - - Dec. 1885 9,014 4,044 13,058
lon - - - - Nov. 1885 5,310 2,728 8,033
Columbia, Republic of - - March 1888 7 - 7
Constantinople - - - Jan. 1886 1,870 284 2,154
Costa Rica - - - Feb. 1888 19 - 19
Cyvprus - - - - - Jan, 1886 1,053 234 1,287
Dominica - - - - Jan. 1886 475 3
Egypt - - - . July 1885 6,480 3,018 9,408
France - - - - Oct. 1887 59,883 48,003 102,846
Germany - - - . Jan. 1886 114,018 78,844 192,862
Gibraltar - - - B July 1883 ,356 2,274 8,630
Gre - - - - . 1885 785 155
Holland - - - - April 1888 18,125 11,381 29,506
Hong Kong - - - ct. 1885 6,084 4,010 10,133
[ndia - - - . July 1885 52,966 41,160 04,128
taly - - - - t. 1887 13,838 7 21,534
Jamaica - . - . Oct. 1885 5,318 1,141 6,459
Labuan - - - - Dec. 1885 50 21 7
Malta - . - . Aug. 1885 7, 3,661 11,160
Melbourne - . - July 1838 7,327 1 9,217
Montserrat - - - an. 1886 43 278
Nassau - - - - Sept. 1887 110 47 157
Natal - - - - June 1887 1,973 677 2,550
Nevis - . . .| Jan, 1886 115 16 131
Newfoundlani - - - Sept. 1886 1,298 263 1,501
North Borneo - - - Sept. 1887 93 12 1
Norway - - - - April 1888 3,260 1,182 4,451
Penang - - - - Oct. 1885 1,015 1,868
Portugal - - - - Jan, 1888 539 43 582
8t. Helena - - - April 1886 430 169 599
8t. Kitts - - - - Jan. 1886 562 112 674
8t. Lucia - - . - QOct. 1885 400 98 498
St. Thomas - - - Jan. 1888 23 —_ 23
8t. Vincent - - - Nov, 1885 141 704
Singapore . - - t. 1885 2,014 1,154 3,168
o I <l 1 son b
weden - - - - ay 1,317 5,383
R B S [ RO
ney - - - - uly ,934 12911
"gamnnn - - - - Jan., 1887 1,482 1,742
Tol - - - - Oct. 1885 124 40 1
Tortola - - - - t. 1836 13 3 16
Trinidad - - - - . 1885 2,273 678 2,951
‘West Const of Africa < - Jan. 1888 102
Zanzibar - - . - Jan. 1887 286 - 236
402,328 235,616 637,042
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APPENDIX E,

Staff of Officers.

Englandand | goopiand, Ireland. Totals. |
2 Mar. Description of Officers. alollu-.
187 1888,
Fe- Fe- Fe- Fe-
Males. Males. males. Males. | | ics. Males. | | les.
Al
1 | Postmaster General - - 1 - -— —_ -— - 1 - 1
B.
8 | Becretary, Financial ] - 1 —_ 1 -— 8 - 8
Third Secretary, Assistant
Secretaries (3), Surveyor
General for 8cotland, an
Secretary for Irel
O.
42 ior Officers in Metropo- 35 1 3 - s - 41 1 42
tan Offices.*
D.
16 | Surveyors- - - - - 10 - 8 — 3 - 18 - 16
E.
927 | Head Postmasters :
Metropolitan o - 11 1 - — — -
} 780 148 928
Provinces - - - 553 80 119 3 97 32
16,230 | Letter Receivers and Sub-
Metropolitan - | 686 N 38 6 ) o
}IW 8,532 | 16,491
Provinces - - -| 0199 ] 23820 ] 1235 “7| 1,742 600
)
3571 | Clerks and Superintending
Officers : )
Metropolitan® 1,847 708 79 23 107 20 }
2,870 790 [ 3,660
Provinces - - . 72 4 130 5 35 -
Q.
16,238 | 8u; isors, Overseers,Counter-
?1:‘:;: Sorters, Telegraphists,
Metropolitan® 5789 | 1448 | 888 nl 46 -
Sarﬁpg'Cleﬂu and Telegra- 13,878| 3,082 | 16,960
oo - - - -| sos| 10| sm| es| | us
H.
Postmen, Porters, &¢. :
17,79 Metropolitan® so. 47| - 2| - | 2| - } .
Provinces = - = -| 10,700 5| 1664 1| 1,078 -—
54,841 Curried forward - -] 59,858 | 5800) 4,748 860 | 4307 899 7,559 | 56,461

* For details, see separate page,
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APPENDIX E.— continued.

Totals Englandand | geotiand, Ireland. Totals. |
31 Mar. Description of Officers. _ - 31 Mar.
1681. Mater.| P& | Males.| P& | Males.| PE | pales. | Fe | %%
males. males. males. males.
54,841 Brought forward - - | 30,852 | 5800 | 4,743 860 | 4,307 899 | 48,802 | 7,559 | 56,461
L
47,110
]
20298 | 10,007 | 2001 | 1991 | soe1 | 1,018 198757 16145 | 4nses
J.
4 | Postmasters and Clerks in - - - - - - 4 - 4
coloniea (under direction of
(] nl:l in Ponergonntﬂea
for collection of postage. - - - - - - 5 - 5
Tor9e1 | Totals - - | 67285 | 17408 | 7,613 | 9818 | 7,741 | 2994 | 82,648 | 23,704 |106,308
C.
SupeErIOR OFFICERS IN METROPOLITAN OFFICES. (DETAILS.)
London. Edinburgh. Dublin. Totals.
Descriptiou of Officers. Totals.
Males. mFa.leél. Males. mzl‘:e. Males. mles. Males. ml:lo;s.
Chief Clerk * - - - - 1 — 1 -_— 1 - 3 - 3
Principal Clerks :
Upper Section - - - - 10| — - - - - 10 — 10
Lower Section - - - - 10| — = Ll —_ —_ 10 — 10
Director, Confidential Enquiry Branch 1 - - - - - 1 - 1
Modical Officers - - - - 2 1 1] — 1| — n 1 5
Solicitors - - . . - 1 - 1 - 1 bl 3 - 3
Receiver and Accountant-General - 1| — — Ll - - 1| — 1
Engineer-in-Chief - . - - 1 - - - = b 1 - 1
(Of Packet Services - - - 1| — - - - - 1| — 1
» Postal S8tores - - - 1| — - - - - 1| — 1
» Stores (Telegraphs) . - 1| — - - - —_ 1| = 1
§‘ Savings Bank Department - - 1 -— -_— -— - - 1 - 1
.g Money Order Office - - . - 1| — - - -4 =~ } 1| — 1
3 | London Postal Service - - 1| — - - - - 1| - 1
Central Telegraph Office - = - 1 - - - —_ - 1 - 1
LReturned Letter Office - - 1| — - - - - 1| — 1
Totals - - 85 1 3| — 81 -— 41 1 42
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APPENDIX E.—continued.

F. CLERKS AND SUPERINTENDING OFFICERS IN METROPOLITAN OFFICES (DETAILR).
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. APPENDIX E.—continued.

G. SurErVISORS, OVERSEERS, COUNTERMEN, SORTERS, AND TELEGRAPHISTS, &c. IN
MEeTROPOLITAN OFFICES., (DETAILS).
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APPENDIX E.—continued

H. MxsseNGERS, PosTMEN, PORTERS, MECHANICS, &c., IN METROPOLITAN OFFICES.
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APPENDIX F.

Returned Letters, Parcels, &c.

A CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT showing the Number of LerrERs, ’osr Carps, Books, NEWSPAPERS,
ParTerns and SamrLes, und PARCELS, received and disposed of in the ReTorRNED LETTER OFFICES
of LoNvoN, MaNCHESTER, LIVERrooL, Bikumixgmam, Leeps, Bristor, NEwcAsTLE-ON-TYNE,
NorringHaM, EvINBURGH, GLASGOW, ABERDEEN, INVERNESS, DUBLIY, BELFAST, and CORK respec -
tively; also the Number which, bearing outside the Addresses of the Senders, were returned direct
from Heap Post Orricks (oot possessing RETURNED LETTER BrANCHES), in the Year ended 31st
March 1887, and in the Year ended 31st March 1888.

Letters received. I‘Zﬁw e?r;::lued retuIr::fie; the uun“?.pel::dnrt%ed
[— Addresses. Senders. Foreign Countries.
1888-7. 1887-8. 1886-7. 1887-8. 1886-7. 1887-8. | 1886-7. 1887-8.
Lowvox . - | 2400196 | 2416962 | 23 | ess0 | 240784 |Besoser | om1se | 109284
MANCHESTER - 872431 356,789 10,278 11,343 319,257 298,725 8,600 8,593
LIvERPOOL . 845,911 820,538 2,138 1,988 209,456 273,151 15,794 15,410
Brmwrwemax - | 29967 | w8997 | 4364 | 423 | 217400 | 203084 | 490 | 4252
Leeps - -] 220362 | 210569 3,880 8,652 188,178 | 177,219 6,033 6,130
Bristor. - | 351,801 344,628 4,038 6,370 304,360 | 295,735 13,277 13,121
N}Wr::rnl-on- 148,208 143,945 3,240 8,474 119,109 119,079 5,654 5407
NOTTINGHAM - 182,346 | 175472 8,660 5,938 158,283 150,381 8718 3,697
EDINBURGH - 212,284 194,185 11,186 9,999 182,622 174,087 6,181 5,543
GLABGOW - - 190,187 175,869 15,971 15,762 160,085 146,353 5,046 4,963
ABERDEEN - 24,908 25,284 1,087 837 20 763 21,67;) 679 652
INVERNESS - - 11,745 - 038 - 9,712 - 309
DUBLIF - -] 227,734 | 218225 5,758 AL 174214 | 181,815 12,505 11,499
BELFPAST - - 63,110 61,363 646 869 55,200 54,840 3,464 2,794
CoBK - - 37307 | 36416 823 1,078 30,206 | 28,688 3,402 3611
Head Post Offices
P e |+ ooz | oo | — - o0 | orspse | — -
I
ToTALS -| 6,081,867 | 5,806,466 97,607 99,223 5,348,938 | 5,189,767 187,504 195,354
Ium&}’?'l-ﬁ } - 1,16 - 7,760




27

APPENDIX F—continued.

Returned Letters, Parcels, &c.—continued.

! | Pat- |
ez Fy farl,
net an returned to
delivered uor | Fost Cards Books Newspapers | gum_ Parcels received.| Senders, or
— returned to the ' received. received. received. ples re-issucd to
Senders. Te- Addressees.
Ieelved.‘l
! 1886-7. | 1887-8. ;1880-7. ‘1887-8. ! 1888-7. | 1887-8. ‘1880—7 : 1887—8.'183#8. llSSG-L | 1887-8. 11886-7. | 1887-8.
Lowpox - - (218,802 201..'568l 88,976 | 78,800 ‘2.395.782 2,164,177 | 320,604 l.‘529,12’11 1,827 | 29170 | 31,797 | 17,925 21,787
MANCHRSTER - | 34296 | 88,120 | 20,257 | 29,200 | 504,636 | 475,979 | 15,180 | 19,061 43, 3169 3512] 185 2171
LivERPOOL - | 28,528 | 20,991 ' 32,418 | 31,547 | 379,650 | 346,232 | 18,468 | 19,866 159 | 2,287 2,999 [ 1,331 1,409
I
BMiemax - | 18,151 | 18,518 ! 24,494 | 23,898 | 280,483 | 272,387 | 6897 | 733h| 47| 1,88 | 1,007 1346 1,42
Leeps - -| 27274 | 23,568 ; 15,198 | 15,426 | 301,039 | 273,519 | 6,869 | 75817 327 1,808 1,978 1,122 1,240
| )
Bristo - .| 30,117 | 20,402 ' 12,572 | 13,085 | 413,120 | 366,377 18.301[ 15,822 881 | 3,788 4,255 | 2,216 2,657
KEweasTLE-ON- |, 20084 | 15895 ' 17,468 8,967 | 208,409 | 176,520 4,922 | 5287 10% 1,201 1,540 836 914
‘ |
NormyeHAM - | 14,686 | 15276 ; 3,709 [ 8,168 | 226,085 | 209,563 5,801 5,842 223 1,768 1,854 1,102 1,124
Buimtzer - 12,208 6,508 | 21,063 | 19,874 | 311,217 | 248,193 16,766 | 15,045 458 3,392 4,061 2,752 3,301
fuassow . .| 9,135 8,701 | 30,608 | 33,410 | 177,085 | 155,840 8,259 | 9,480 92 1,791 1,960 1,489 1,625
iseeDIRY .| 23¢9 | 2,116 712 562 | 31,501 | 25414 1884 | 1,571 23 234 238 146 163
svERNs - - — 766 - 664 - 10,407 - 1,148 13 - 182 - 150
beBLIy .| 85250 | 17,734 | 16,644 | 14,437 | 242,653 | 212952 | 26,187 | 23,026 [ 83 | 3,281 8783 | sg,403| 2,484
e . . 4,791 2851 ¢ 3,260 | 5,040 | 68,242 | 68,012 | 4110 4,038 566 548 340 350
e . -| 2,816 8,041 4T 676 | 30,022 | 27,742, 2284 @ 2300 3 348 345 179 218
lead Post Offices
tuthorised to re-
farn  oertain _ — 481,742 | 447,275 1,267,159 (1,177,055 | 55,776 53,083 | 1,31 | 19,384 | 21,179 | 19,384 | 21,179
kettente direct |
senders -
| 1 _
) * |
Torars - | 447,828 | 412,122 (718,517 | 725,717 i&ﬂ&lﬂ 6,208,319 | 507,258 {518,970 5,647 74,153 | 81,538 | 54,447 @ 62134
reae in 1887-8 —_ - _
Over 1886.7, 11,712 7,385 8,597
* The Pattern and S8ample Post commenced on the 1st October 1887.
o 54808. (o}
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APPENDIX G,

Foreign and Colo

Contracts.
-
Lino of Packets. Com | Payment.
mencement. Termination.
I R
! e
AUSTRALIA: (| The contracts made by the Colonial Govern-)
Colombo and Melbourne, Suez and ments with the steamship companies termi- i
Sydney, Aden and Brisbane, San nated 31st January 1888. The contracts for P - -
Francisco and Sydney - . - the service from ist February 1888 aro now
under consideration - - - -J
Londs d Syd. nd intermediate {1 On 6 monthy’ notice - -
X‘u:tmnun vvrl;:"& - - -} 1 July 1888 U| For Parcel Post - - } (a) 1175
fiws71L, RIVER PLATE, AND CHILI: 3
’ Bi-Montniy Service from Southampton | 1 Sept. 1876 - | On 8 months’ notice - - (a) 5,25¢
Fortnightly service from Liverpool - | 1July 1878 - | On 6 months’ notice - - (a) 1,439
Care o Goop HOPE and NATAL - - | Contracts with Colonial Governmnents - .. - .
i
Do. do. forcalls )| _ . .. - - - .
at St. Helena and Ascension - - } (c) 2,774
- On 8 months’ notice - -
Natal - - - - = | 17 June 1887 { For Parcel Post - - -} (a) 36
1Feb. 1880 - | On 81st January 1888 - - 360,000
. 1 Feb, 1883 - | On 31st Jauuary 1898 - - 263,000
LasTINDIESAnd CHINA - - . 5 {| On 6 months’ notice ~ - - y
{ 1 July 1885 { For Parcel Post - . .} (a) 2,075
iZAST COAST OF AFRICA : ) . .
Aden and Zanzibar . . _{ Serlg‘l)cr:i gxrggggd t}nder .armng.emcnt. w m:} . R
LYROPE :
Dover and Calais - . - - | 20 June 1878 - | On 12 months’ notice - - (6) 12,410 {
On 6 months’ notice - -
Do. - - . .| 10ctasgy-{| PoSuenthenotice - 3l )
Dover and Ostend - - - | Arrangement with Belgian Government - - 4,500
Liverpool, Constantinople, and Smyrna | 1 Jan. 1880-{ l?;‘,"l,‘:;’c';‘,"‘;;;?‘ i'ce N :} (a) =21
LondontoHamburg « - -| 1Jan.1sse-f| puémontheinotico - -3y gy
NORTH AMERICA :
Queenstown *o New York . - | 1 March 1887 | On 12 months’ notice - (a) 82,741
Bermuda and Ne\v York - | 1 April 1888 - | On 6 months’ notice - - 300
PiNAMA to VALPARAISO - - -| 1July1878 - | On 6 months’ notice - - (a) 3,160
‘WEeST INDIES :
Fortnightlyservice - - .| 1July 1885 - | On 30th June1spo . - 0000 §
Additional Services :
Non-Contract Service - «l- - -|- - - - . (a) 238
Li;{ml to West_ I"dief ‘“‘{ 24 Oct. 1881 - | On 6 months’ notice - - (a) 1,127 {
: Contract made by the Honduras Governmen
Belize and New Orleans - - { terminating on Yoth September 1889 - t-'} (c) 1,800
On 6 months’ notice - -
Do. - - | 1March13s7 { For Parcel Post - - } (@) 8
WEST COAST OP AFRICA - . = | Indefinite - | - - - - - (a) 9,360

a) Tho payments in these cases depend upon the amount of corresponden - ed b th k
{bg Including 2,700l. for excess of pr%emiumgo over penalties. pondence conveyed by the packets,
) sums represent the Imperial share of the cost of the services.
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APPENDIX G.
Packet Service.

f |
Esti-
Contributions Bt mated Rate of Postage
Penaltios for imated | priggn
i towards the Cost n,::’g&" Loss per single Letter,
Overtime. .  the Postage. on the excluding
of the Service, S e, Transit Rates.
£ £
. - - -1- - . . o - . e | - . 8d,
. . -l . . . . 1,178 Nil.
o7 } - - . 13,200 3,500 4d.
. . - B - - . - 14 2,630 6d.
. . N -1 - - . . 36 . .
2000. for every 12 | India, 650000, - Mecditerranean 24d.
hours late at Brin- | ) Ceylon, 1,4000. - - - 61,750 204,000 India - -
disi. In other cases | ) Straita Settloments, 6,000(. - 4 4 Ceylon - ¢4d.
1007, Hong Kong, 6,000f. - - China, &c. -
B - - -1 - . - - - - - - 4d.
5l. for 15 minutes or | . . . . . .. R A
upwards. s .
- - - .- - - - -l - - - . - 24d.
. . . -1- . - . - 41 Nil.
. . - -1 . - - - 141 Nil.
. . . .- . . . - 53,800 29,000 24d.
. - - -1- - - - . 60 240 Bermuda - 4d.
. . - .. - - . . 1,700 1,460 4.
sl | very 24 [ £
or e Antigua - - 489
bours. Barbedos . - A%S7
British Gniana - 7,480
. - - - minica - - 188
o Tlde
. amaics . -
Onecighth part of |{ Montserrat - - b 1930 50,700 .
for every 24 hours. gtka.ln:s ) N 470
8t. Lucia - - 200
- - - - | | 8¢. Vincent - - 310
Tobago - - T 1
To - - - 18
- . . - | {Trinidad - - 3,908)
Union Places 2§d. or 4d.
- . ° 1 ° - ° ° 6100 3,200 { Non-Union 6d.

c 2
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APPENDIX H.

Telegrams.

TeLEGRAPH Orricks in ENGLAND and WALES, SCOTLAND, and

IRELAND, in each Year since the transfer of the TELEGRAPHS to

the StaTE.
Number of Messages.
Year. England and Wales.
Scotland. | Ireland. ToTAL. .
vamoes.l ILoudon. I Total.

1870-71 - | 5,299,882 | 2,863,821 | 8,163,708 | 1,080,189 606,285 | 9,850,177
1871-72 - | 6,594,590 | 3,613,772 10,207,362 | 1,388,434 ! 878,000 12,478,796
1872-73 - | 8,023,151 | 4,577,015 (12,599,166 | 1,761,298 | 1,175,316 (15,585,780
1878-74 - | 9,383,854 | 5,354,547 14,488,401 | 3,009,893 | 1,323,236 17,821,530
1874-75 - |10,124,661 | 5,652,083 (15,776,694 | 2,132,787 ' 1,348,639 (19,253,120
1875-76 - 110,883,282 | 6,350,714 (17,288,996 | 2,287,859 | 1,453,180 20,973,535
1876-77 - (11,282,704 | 6,581,930 (17,794,634 | 2,402,347 | 1,529,162 (21,726,148
1877-78 - |11,892,098 | 6,700,504 |18,092,602 | 2,490,776 ' 1,588,489 (22,171,867
1878-79 - |11,592,809 | 8,830,019 20,422,918 | 2,477,003 | 1,559,854 24,159,775
1879-80 - |12,392,996 | 9,854,566 122,247,563 | 2,704,574 | 1,595,001 (26,547,187
1880-81 - |18,456,555 |11,176,459 (24,638,014 | 3,042,391 | 1,736,677 (29,411,982
1881-82 - 14,204,479 (12,071,084 26,275,513 | 8,207,994 1,862,354 ;31,345,861
1882-838 - 14,554,015 |12,874,707 26,928,722 | 3,244,202 | 1,919,102 (32,092,026
1883-84 - (14,920,413 (12,686,433 27,606,846 | 3,299,428 | 1,986,846 (32,843,130
1884-85 - (15,195,618 |19,930,876 (28,125,994 | 3,257,646 | 1,894,919 E8,278,459
1885-86 - 18,029,008 (15,081,433 33,110,441 | 3,813,173 | 2,223,669 39,146,283
1886-87 - (24,044,077 |18,276,108 (42,320,185 5,106,774 l 2,816,680 /50,243,639
1887-88 - (26,052,717 118,872,554 44,925,271 | 5,480,623 ! 3,047,531 153,408,425

The figures for each year since 1877-78 include the number of ccrtain Press

Messages not previously included in these Returns,

Prior to 188384 the returns were made to the end of the last
the year.
inclusive.

On the 18t October 1885 the minimum

from one shilling to sixpence.

A h Y last complete week in
Since that time they are in each case to the last day of the year

charge for an inland telegram was reduced
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APPENDIX H.—continued.

TaBLE showing the NumBeEr of Messiges forwarded from TELR-
eraPH OrFrFicEs in the UniTep KinepoM during each of the
Years 1886-87 and 1887-88; and the Increase or Decrease in each
Month of the latter Year over the corresponding Month of the

former Year,
Number of Messages.
Month. Increase. | Decrease,
1887-88. 1886-87.
April - - - | 4,244,318 | 38,776,172 468,146
May - - -| 4,456,106 | 4,019,225 486,881
June - - - .| 4,807,884 | 4,886,417 430,967
July - - -| 4,892,728 | 5,017,130 — 124,403"
August - - -| 4,966,038 | 4,564,142 401,891
September - - - | 4,694,298 | 4,504,682 189,611
October - - -] 4577021 4,483,522 98,499
November - - .| 4,396,652 | 4,188,007 218,645
December - -| 4,200,673 | 3,868,432 332,251
January - - -| 8,949,430 | 3,632,853 816,577
Februsry - - | 8,815,192 3,538,520 276,672
March - - .| 4,408,595 | 4,269,547 134,048
53,408,425 | 50,243,639 | 8,284,188 124,402
Net Increase - 8,159,786

* There was a General Election in July 1886, which caused an unusual amount

of business during that month,
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APPENDIX J.

Post OrrICE SAvVINGS BANK.

Exztracts from the Controller's Report.
* » . . . »

Five hundred and ninety-one Friendly Societies and 1,462 Trade Accoums of
Provident and Charitable Societies received authority last year to open Secietics.
accounts with the Post Office Savings Bank. In 1886 the numbers
were (46 and 1,380 respectively, a large number of Friendly Societies’
accounts having been transferred from three large Trustee Savings
Banks closed in that year. Accounts were opened last year on behalf LargeSocieties.

of two of the largest collecting Friendly Societies in the United King-

dom, and the deposits made by these Societies, and by another which

had opened an account previously, amounted to upwards of 168,000,

Among the Societies last year were 20 connected with Her Majesty’s Accounts

Jubilee, of which 10 were Jubilee Celebration Funds, 3 Slate Clubs, opened for

3 Jubilee Surplus Funds, and 4 Miscellaneous Funds for purchase of Jubilee Socie-

elocks, street-lamps, &e. Hes.

(28.) The number of Penny Banks continues to increase, 312 Penny Banks.
having received authority last year to open accounts as against 285 in
1886 and 200 in 1885. Of the 312 which applied last year, 145 were
School Banks, 38 of them being in Board Schools. It is observed that
il a meeting on the 15th December the London School Board passed & Regolution of
tesolution to the effect that Penny Savings Banks be established where- London School
ever practicable in the boys’ and girls’ departments of the schools of the Board.

Board, and further that these Banks should be in connexion with the

Post Office Savings Bank.

(29.) The prominence given to schemes for the encouragement of Gurious appli-
thrift entails on the Department the duty of replying to some curious and cations from
oftentimes troublesome applications on the subject. As an instance, a philanthropic
person interested in the welfare of the “sons of toil” desired to know Persons.
in the event of one shilling a week being deposited for three years what
amount of interest would accrue assuming no withdrawal to be made.

The applicant was informed as to the mode of computing interest, but

apparently his arithmetical powers were not equal to his philanthropy,

S0 that, on his again applylng, the calculation was made in this Depart-

ment, when it was found that if a person had deposited one shilling on the
Ist January 1884 and had continued to save one shilling at regular inter-
vals of seven days up to the 28th December 1886 the sum of 77, 17s.
would have accumulated and interest would have accrued to the amount of
5s. 14d. It subsequently appeared that the information was wanted for
the purpose of asceitaining the comparative advantages of the Post
Office Savings Bank and certain Loan Socicties, and that the applicant
considered that, on the whole, the advantage was on the side of the
Post Office Savings Bank.

(30.) In connexion with the celebration of Her Majesty’s Jubilee, Accounts

several benevolent persons in different parts of the country were supplied :g;::‘:i::n
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with forms of declaration and received specisl assistance in opening
accounts for school-children and others whom they desired to benefit.
Some hundreds of accounts were opened in this manner, and the facts
were in several instances noticed in the press. In one case permission
was given to a schoolmaster to have the name of the school printed on
the back of stamp deposit slips to be used by his echolars, and also to
have the stamps intended to be affixed to the slips perforated with the
name of the school.

{31.) Every year a considerable amount of labour is expended in
compelling depositors to withdraw money, for which presumably they
have no use, in order to keep their accounts within the statutory limit of
200l. There were about 2,000 such cases last year, and only about onc
fourth of the depositors elected to make the required reduction by
investing in Government Stock. It seems a pity, in the cause of thrift,
that the provision for an extension of the limits of deposit originally
contained in the Savings Banks Bill of last session should have been
dropped. .

(82.) There were 20,108 claims to the moneys of deceased depositors,
including holders of Annuity and Insurance Contracts, the number of
such claims in 1886 being 19,696. Probates of Wills or Letters of
Administration were produced in 5,285 cases as compared with 5,017 in
the previous year. The number of claims by nomin<es, under the provi-
sions of the Provident Nominations and Small Intestacies Act, 1883,
wase 373 against 316G in the previous year. 3,714 fresh nominations were
registered, making the total number in force on the 31st December last
15.525.

(33.) 350 applications were made last year respecting accounts of
depositors who had become insane, as compared with 316 such applica-
tions in 1886.

(34.) Two small Trustee Savings Banks were closed last year, viz.,
those at Barking and Wexford, by which the number of such Banks is
reduced to 402, the number closed since the establishment of the Post
Oftice Savings Bank in 1861 being 244. The amount transferrcd from
these two Banks and from othersin process of closing was 13,7544 and
300L. stock, making with 63,(231. and 2,130l stock transferred from
Banks by certificate, an aggregate of 76,777l. and 2,430/, stock trans-
ferred to the Post Office Savings Bank during the year. Iun the
previous year the total amount transferred was 209,970l including
28,3491, transferred by certificate from open Buvks. The amount
transferred last year from the Post Office Savings Bank to Trustee
Savings Banks was 12,885/, and 1,0271. stock, as compared with 13,6061.
in 1886.

(38.) In reference to Post Office Savings Banks abroad, I may men-
tion that during last year the method of conducting the business in this
department was personally investigated by Post Office Officials from
Canada, the Cape of Good Hope, and Western Australia, aud by gentle-
men interested in the system from’ Austria and Jamaica, while informa-
tion on the subject was sought by the Governments of India, Victoria,
and New Zealand, and by a member of Congress and a private individual
in the United States of America.

(39.) The reports received from our Colonies and foreign countries
exhibit, on the whole, steady progress on the part of Post Office Savings
Banks throughout the world. 1n Canada, there were on the 30th June,
1887, the close of the fiscal year, 90,159 depositors with 3,899,5501. to
their credit, being an increase of 9,289 depositors and 467,676/. during
the year. It is remarked in the report that, as the number of deposits,
143,076, increased in greater proportion than the amount deposited,
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1,654,400L, it may be hoped that the ¢ small depositors” are as a class
becoming more numerous, though the evidence afforded by the figures of
a single year is not conclusive. At the Cape of Good Hope the business
continues to increase, the amount due to 10,757 depositors on the 31st
December, 1886, being 222,7611. as compared with 177,930/. standing
to the credit of 8,518 depositors on the corresponding date of the pre-
vious year. The sum deposited during the twelve months was 224,217/.
and that withdrawa 186,440/, the latter having been unexpectedly large,
owing to the speculation in Gold Mining Companies. The practice of
permitting withdrawals to be made by telegram, which was only sllowed
in cases of urgency, has becn made general by regulation, so that the
delay necessitated by reference to the Head Office for authority for
repayment has been reduced to a minimum. The cost of telegraphing

Cape of Good
Hope.

is borne by the depositor. With regard to the Indian Empire, in the India.

absence ol the necessary returns, I cannot speak as to the business
done, but I observe from the rules that the minimum and annual limits
of deposits are fixed at 4 annas and 500 rupees respectively, and that
interest is allowed at the rate of 33 per cent. per annum. Provision is
made for investments by depositors in Government Stock, such invest-
ments not to exceed the value of 1,000 rupees Stock in one year, and
3,000 rupees in all. Sales of Stock are likewise effected by the Bank,
and the interest due on Stock held by depositors is placed to the credit
of their Savings Bank accounts. In Upper Burmah, according to a
statement in the Times, Postal Savings Banks have been already intro-
duced. In respect of Australasia, I should premise that whereas both
Post Office and General Savings Banks are established in New South
‘Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, aud New Zealand, only the former are in
existence in Queensland and Western Australia, while in South
Australia officers in charge of Post and Telegraph Offices are authorised
by the Government to act as agents of the Savings Bank in Adelaide.
Confining my remarks to the Post Office Savings Banks, I note that in
a leaflet sent to me from Melbourne it is stated that on the 30th June
1887 the depositors in New South Wales numbered 60,580, with n
balance to their credit of 1,369,527/, in Victoria 80,125 with 1,274,380
in Tasmania 2,289 with 42,912/, and in Western Australia 2,176 with
28,198/. In Queensland the sum standing to the credit of 37,559
accounts was 1,337,965/. on the 31st December 1886, and in New
Zealand on the same date, the aggregate amount in 74,871 accounts
was 1,615,979. These figures, compared with those for the previcus
year, indicate, a8 & rule, an incrcase in the number of nccounts and a
slight falling off in the amount due, the effect probably of the depres-
sion in trade which has visited the Colonies.

(40.) In France the number of Post Offices authorised to transact
Savings Bauk business was 6,649 on the 31st December, 1886, when
the amount due to 845,053 depositors was 7,626,9611., being an increase
during the year of 1,460,739/. The investments by depositors in
Government Stock were 3,196 in number and 157,351/ in amount.
Fifty-one investments were mede by the administration owing to the
depositors having failed to reduce the balance to their credit below the
limit allowed to be deposited. ‘T'he new accounts, numbering 239,377,
opened in the 12 months were classified under nine heads according
to the descriptions or occupations of the depositors, and the result showed
that, excluding children, the leisured classes (propriétaires, rentiers, et
personnes sans professions) outnumbered any other class, the next most
numerous being industrial operatives (ouvriers d’industrie). The pub-

Upper Burmah,

Australasia.

France.

lication of the report on the Post Office Savings Banks in Italy for 1886 Italy.
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was delayed owing to the occurrence in that year of the second quin-
quennial division of profits, in which 1,152,267 accounts participated,
the amount divided being 1,233,221 lire (47,328l.). Reference is made
in the report to the magnitude of the work, the opinion being expressed
that with the continued growth of the iustitution the difficulty of the
quinquennial division will be well-nigh insurmountable, unless steps be
taken to distribute the work over the whole period, und even then it
must always be a colossal undertaking (un lavoro colossale). The
business during 1886 is described as having been sufficiently satisfactory,
the number of deposits, 1,877,223 (including 363,056 by means of
stamps), and the amount deposited, 6,536,724.., showing an increase of
133,114 and 830,496!. as compared with the previous year; while the
withdrawals which numbered 986,123 and amounted to 5,139,198/,
showed an increase of 102,453 aud 352,653/. The total amount due to
1,391,343 depositors on the 31st December 1886 was 8,793,648/. the
increase of 1,717,281l during the year being greater than in any
previous year and largely above the average rate of progress. Owing
to the high price of Government Stock there was a sensible diminution
in investments, which numbered only 3,947, amounting to 149,932/, as
compared with 4,918 amounting to 186,336/. in 1885. It is observed
that Post Office Savings Banks have been established at Assab and
Massowah. The experiment of authorising the Post Office Official in
any village in Italy unprovided with a Post Office Savings Bank to
accept deposits to an amount not exceeding 2/. per diem, to which I
alluded last year, has brought in 45,162 deposits, amounting to 19,432/,
while 4,294 withdrawals of the aggregate amount of 2,986/. have been
been made through the same agency. In the latter part of the year
Naval Savings Banks were initiated and 135 deposits, amounting to 683/.
were made therein. Under the arrangement by which lottery prizes can
be placed to the credit of accounts in the Post Office Savings Bank there
were 680 deposits of the aggregale amount of 3,816/. In the Austrian
Post Office Savings Banks, putting aside the branch of business con-
nected with deposits on “ running account ”’ which are withdrawable by
cheque, the number of accounts remaining open at the end of 1887 was
597,708 and the total amount due 1,240,883/., being an increase of
52,777 and 190,443/, From Hungary I have received the Report of the
Post Office Savings Banks during the first 11 months of their existence.
Business was begun on the 1st February 1886, and by the 31st December
2,000 offices had been opencd, 472,028 deposits, amounting to 267,7091.,
and 67,036 withdrawals, amounting to 125,753/., had been made, and the
balance due to 85,517 depositors was 141,956/. It will thus be seen
that the average amount of each deposit was 11s. 4d. and of each with-
drawal 37s. 6d., while the average amount to the credit of each account
was 1/, 13s. 2d. These figures seem to indicate that the institution is
largely used by comparatively poor persons, and the fact that no less
than 341,321 of the deposits were made by means of stamps affixed to
forms may perhaps point to there being a large proportion of the young
among the depositors. Facilities exist for the the purchase of Govern-
ment Stock on behalf of depositors, and during the period under review
the sums so employed amounted to over 25,000/. In Belgium the
announcement that interest on balances exceeding 200!. would be re-
duced from 3 to 2 per cent. after the close of the year 1886 had the
effect of decreasing the amount deposited during the latter half of that
year. The deposits by individuals, as distinguished from the funds of
Corporations and public bodies, which are also deposited in the Banks,
amounted to 4,443,829!. and the withdrawals to 3,645,874/. 'The sum
standing to the credit of 481,071Z accounts on the 31st December 1886
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was 8,214,244/. The investments by depositors in (zovernment Stock
numbered 3,900 and the sales 1,426, the nominal value of Stock purchased
being 489,332 and of that sold 193,456/. At the end of the year there
were 7,310 existing investments inscribed in the books of the Bank
representing a capital of 1,511,177/. The Dutch Post Offize Savings
Banks continue to show the gradual developmeut which has charac-
terised them in the past, the number of depositors 139,989 and the
amount due to them 738,803/. on the 31st December 1886 markiug an
increage in the year of 27,681 and 208,135/. respectively. The average
amount of each deposit was 1/. 11s. and of each withdrawal 4/ Itis
stated in the Report that in 51 cases advantage was taken of the facilities
afforded to depositors for obtaining repayment by tclegram, and that it
is intended to establish, as the French have done, a FPost Office Savings
Bank on each ship of the Navy. In the Swedish Banks at the close
of 1886 there were 134,769 accounts with a sum due therein amounting
to 117,838Z., being an average balance per account of 17s. 5d. The
transactions during the year consisted of 203,987 deposits, amounting to
83,8041, and of 33,540 withdrawals, amounting to 50,165/.

Netherlands.

Sweden.
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APPENDIX J.—continued.
Post Office Savings Bank.

ReTURN of the BALANCE SHEETS of the Post OFFICE SAvINGS BANKS on the 81st
day of December 1887, showing the balance due to Depositors, the estimated
amount of expenses remaining unpaid, the value of Socurities according to the
average price of the day on 31st December 1887, the amount of cash in hand
and Dividends accrued but not received at the end of the year, and the sarplus
16!‘ ﬁ?eﬁ;:lenc)‘ of Funds to meet Liabilities (so far as relates to the Natlonal Debt

ce

Securities standing in the names of the Value of Dividends
Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt m?;‘na:e s !n;:gdbl‘.ltttllll%t
on account of the Post Office 8avings Bank Fund. on 81 Dec. 1887. | end of the yeer.
. £ s d. £ s d £ s d
Consolidated 8l. per cents. - -] 5,777,347 910 5892804 0 0 83,234 16 2
Reduced 8. per cents. - - -] 281643 9 0 288332 0 0 -
New 8l. per cents. - - - 797,898 10 9 816847 0 0 —
2} per cents. - - . - -]10,700,000 0 0 }0,;184750 00 63,831 10 6
a
Local Loans 8I. per cent. 8tock - - [ 17,466,001 3 11 | 17,468,001 0 0 123,876 7
Turkish Guaranteed 4. per cent. Bonds 103,100 0 0 11,863 0 0 —
Egyptian Guln.nteedsl percent. Bonds| 900,000 0 0 913,500 0 0 —
Canada Guaranteed 4I. per cent Bonda 37,600 0 0 41,625 0 0 —
Exchequer (SBuez) Bon - | 1,348,500 0 0 48,600 0 0 13,225 13 5
Exohequer Bonds - - 50,000 0 © 50,000 0 0 183 810
Advances per 43 Vict. c. Aundui&m
Vict. ¢. 62. repayable by Irish Land 850,000 0 0 850,000 0 0 —
Commission per 44 & 45 Vict. ¢. 71.
Annuity for a term of years in Ileu
of annuities converted per National %)
Debt Act, 1883, 46 & 47 Vict. c. 54. 321,918 0 0 4332056 0 0 -
8. 5, and’ Natlonnl Debt Act.. 1885
48 & 49 Vict.c.43. -
Annuities for terms cf years in hen o
Rlen ooy, Vo Bt "
c ) ct. ¢. 54., Natio <
Dobt Act, 1885, 48 & 40 Vict,c.48.,and {| 620964 0 0 | 7516775 0 0 -
National Debt and Locsl Loaus Act,
1887, 50 & 51 Vict. c. 16. -
Annmty for a term of years gnnted )
repay advances per 32 & 38 Vict. ()
c. ”nw‘ble by Irish Land Com- 138,800 0 0 1,842,068 0 0 -
mission per 44 & 45 th. c. 7l.. expxr- .
Ameﬂ stlathmmber ; Na ®)
nn lor a term
Debt Act, 1334”&"7"&’.3'& 2} 35121 0 0 447,906 0 0 —_
it D
nnuities for terms o yea.ru per _
Victc.1.8.2 - 42809 8 0 275485 0 0
Annuity for a term of yeu-s r46 & 48 (%)
algzt [ 72 explrins sth ptember 5438 18 8 24976 0 0 —_
Red Bennd Indm Tel ph Annmty,
SXPiing 4th August °f“‘ 3 3,100 0 0 43584 0 0 -
Annuities of an amount sumclent toY
repay sums advanced under Pen- | (%)
sions Commutation Acts, per 32 & 33 9,703 4 6 494548 0 0 -
Vict, c.ss.mdsu;ssvlct.c 3&,&0
813t December 1886
Temporary Loans to Loenl l.mm Fund 437,597 0 0 437,597 0 0 3,145 11 1
£55,875281 0 0 28\74857 7 1
S |
Add value of Securities . - - | 56875281 0 ©
Cash balance in Bank of England - - 85,860 11 10
£56,248,598 18 11

(a) The Local Loans 8I. per ceut. Stoek has been valued at par, as it was not quoted in the
public market until after 31st December 1
(b) Value, inclusive of interest, to 31st Deoember 1887.

National Debt Office, C. Rivers WILSON,
27th June 1888. Comptroller General,
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APPENDIX J.—continued.

(IL) TaBie showing the Number and Amount of CoNTRACTS entered into from the
Commencement of Business on 17th April 1865 to the 31st December 1887,
and the Number and Amount of Contracts in existence on the 31st December

1887.

i

y -
! CONTRACTS ENTERED INTO
!

From 17 t‘;Aprll 1888
31 December 1886,

o
31 December 1887.

‘ No.

No. | Amount.

1Nol

i TOTAL.
Promlilm. 1887 .

Amount,

Contracts for Annuities entered into.

the commencement of busi-/

ness on 17th April 1885 to S1st|
December

1887, viz. :— '

Immediate Annuities - -‘
Deferred  Annuities andi
MonthlyAllowmees.Money !
not returnable -

Deferred  Annuities and
Honthl{,Anomees, Money
returnabl

Coutracts for Sums payable at
Death entered into from the com-
mencement of businees on the 17th
1Asgx":il 1865 to the S1st December

Contracts for Aunuities in exist-
:I:e on the 31st December 1887,

Immediate Annuities - -

Deferred  Annuities and
llonthl.yAllomoe-,Money
not returnable - -

Annuities  and
Mont. RAllomoeo, Money
return

Contracts for Sums payable at
Death, in exmtenee on the 81-&
December 1887 - .

15,838

428

822

8,325

231,610

7,801

17,694

644,847

[

o .

=]

! 912 19,208 16 6
8 45013 0
{

<

| 57‘ 1177 0

585 36,168 3 9

16,448

8,910

9,998

5,859

£ s d

250909 3 2

8,251 14 ¢

18871 7 0

€81,015 6 10

177,180 11 o

710217 o0

10,595 12 0

447,309 13 11

o 54808,
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EXTRACT FROM THE FINANCE ACCOUNTS FOR
THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 1888.

Inserted by desire of the Select Committee on Fstimates, Revenue
Department.

DETAILED STATEMENT of the Gross RECEIPTS and NET
PropUCE of the REVENUE.

Post OFFICE.

——— Gross Receipts. Payments out.
|
£ s d! £ s d
Postage collected by Coumry Post-
masters 298 11 6 —
Postage collected in the Metropolls 110,036 19 9} —
Postage, &c. refunded - - - - 13,849 10 3}

Postage Stamps sold by Postmasten, &ec.
in the United Kingdom, and issued to

Postmasters and Agents Abroad - | 9,064,281 0 6} -
Postage Stamps sold by Stamp Distribu-

tors of Inland Revenue 218,976 0 1 -
Postage, &c. refunded by Stamp Dlstnbu-

tors of Inland Revenue - - - - 1,333 9 0
Payments to Inland Revenue Depart- |
ment on account of Postage Stamps
used for Inland Revenue purposes - | - - - 488,120 0 0
Payments to Railway Companies and to
Her Majesty’s Customs on account of

Parcel Post - - - - - - 397,224 18 9
Commission on Money Orders - . 188,445 14 6 —

Ditto Postal ,, - - 159,879 8 6 —
Miscellaneous Receipts - - 33,222 16 1 -
Postage collected for Great Britain by

Colonial Offices, and Postmasters and
Agents Abroad - 93,617 12 3} —
Postage collected by Foreign Otﬁces for
credit of Great Britain - 58,986 3 11 —_
P, collected by Great Britain for
it of Colonial Offices not under
the control of the Imperial Post Office | - - - 131,408 10 2%
Postage collected by Great Britain for
credit of Foreign Offices - . - - 138,718 8 3}
9,867,789 7 2} 1,170,654 16 63
Deduct Payments out - | 1,170,654 16 63

NET PrRODUCE £ | 8,697,084 10 7}

General Post Office, James J. CARDIN,
June 1888. Receiver and Accountant General.
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TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

—_— Gross Receipts. Payments out.
£ s d. £ s. d
Amount received for the transmission
of Telegraphic Messages, &c. in Cash 266,711 1 11} —

Amount received for the transmission of
Telegraphic Messages, &c. in Stamps -

Payments to Submarine Telegraph Com-
panies, Message Moneys refunded, -&ec.
&e. - - - -

1,772,605 11 11

194,788 14 8}

Deduct Payments out -
Ner ProDpUCE £

2,139,316 13 10}

194,788 14 8}

e ————

1,944,527 19 2

194,788 14 8l

General Post Office,
June 1888.

James J. Carbix,

Receivor and Accountant General.




TS




Digitized by GOOS[Q



